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Ordination Sermon, || 
pPreached at Briſtol, N. E. 
Aug. 30. 1721. 

WHEN 
Mr. Nathanael (otton 

Was Ordained - 
the Paſtor of the Church there. 


* = 
— 


N By Joſeph Belcher A. M.4 
| Paſtor of the Church in Dedham. 


Pſal. 110. 3. Thy Teople ſhall be willing in the Day 
of thy Power, in the Beauties of Holineſs. 

1 Cor. 10. 4. The Weapons of our Warfare. 
me mighty thro' God, | 


n 
— - 


: | Meum eſt docere, veſtrum auſcultare ; 
| Deo perficere, Cyril. | 
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HAT the Succeſs of Preaching 
the Goſpel, doth not depend on 
_ the Inſtrument, but on the Al- 
mighty Power of GOD, is Ma- 
A . nifeſt, In that the Beſt: and 
Ableſt Preacher, that ever was in the World, 
ſadly Complained, That he. had Laboured in 
vain, and ſgent bis Strength for nopght-:. {6 
doth Chrift peak, in I/zia XLIX. 4. And this 
Truth is with much Clearneſs and Salidity, 
Evanced, in the SERMON Emitted here- 
with. It is a very natural Inference from the 
Doctrine here Inſiſted on, That if the Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel are Inſtruments, ( tho' no 
more than ſich, ) of the Converſion 3 

| | al- 


) i Tothe READER: 


Salvation of Souls ; they are for their Works 
fake, to be highly eſteem'd : Some have done 
ſo. The Duke of Brunſwick eſteem'd Urbanus 
Regius, his Miniſter, as the Greateſt Treaſure 
he had in his Dukedom, yea he valu'd him 
above his own Life. Wherefore if Men take 
up prejudices, againſt the Faithful Miniſters # 
of-G OD, it will be unprofitable for them- | 
ſelves, for it will make their Miniftry to be 
unfucceſsful, Heb, XIII. 19. It is much to be 
Lamented, that it is ſo much ſo at this Day 
in New-Ergland; And this for no other Rea- 
ſon, but becauſe the Miniſters of GOD have 
after much Study and Prayer, declared to 
them, what they believe will be, more ways 
than one, for the Benefit and Safety of their 
People. It is ſadly to be feared, that the 
Awful Judgment, by means whereof the Slain 
of the Lord have been many among us, 1s but 
the beginning of Sorrows ; but that another 
ſeven times greater is near at hand. When 
the Children of ae! Murmured againſt 
Moſes and Aaron (Miniſters of GOD, ) ſay- 
ing, Tou Meſes and Aaron have killed the Lord's 
People, GOD Revenged the wrong done to 
the Miniſters of GOD, with a Terrible 
Plague; in that Plague there Died Fourteen 
Thouſand and ſeven Hundred. I Pray GOD | 
that ſome ſuch thing may not befall the Peo- | 
ple of New-Englend, 


S 


COoNCERN ING 


3 — 


Jo the RE AD ER. iii 


CoxckzNINd the Worthy Author of this 
Excellent SERMON, how am troubled, that 
he has lately been ſurprized with a Dange- 
rous Faralyſis; but the Lord found him faith- 
full aten his Maſter's Work. It was 
Auſtin's deſire that he might Die, Aut precan- 
tem, aut predicantem : this faithful Servant 
Hf CHRIST was Jugs Jo doing. I Pray 
for him in the Words of the Apoſtle John for 
Gaius, Joh. III. 2. Beloved. I wiſh above 
all things, that thou mayſt proſper, and be itt 
health, even as thy ſoul proſpers. 


As for the Perſon lately Ordained in the 
Paſtoral-Office to the Church in Bri/to/, which 
B Occaſion'd the Preaching of this Suitable and 
” Profitable SERMON, I ſhall ſay little, nor is it 
J . Circumſtances conſider d) meet that I 
ould ſay much, we know that he is deſcended 
from Worthy Anceſtors. His Father Mr. Row- 

| land Cotton, has been a great Bleſſing to the 
1 Church and Town of Sandwich in New-England. 
His Great-Grand-father, Mr. John Cotton of 
Boſton,was in a ſingular manner in his Day the 
Father of Nr England. His Judicious Book; 
called, The Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven with 

the Power thereof, has truly ſtated the Congrega- j 
tional Way of Church-Diſcipline. A very 1 
Learned Man of the Presbyterian Judgment, 
988 vis. 


+ es... // A... Jo. 4 PTV 


ne YW 9, V7 


Ss. 


iv ToteREAD ER. 


vis. Mr. Rutherford, Declared, That if all |e* 
Congregationals would come up to Mr. 7 Cotton's | 
Keys ( and why ſhould they not?) He would 
meet them half way, I cannot wiſh to him that 
has been latelyO rdained a Pa or to the Church 

in Briſtol, a 5 — Felicity, than that a Dou 
ble <A his. Bleſſed Great-Grandfathers 

Spirit, Gifts, and Miniſterial Abilities, may 
from the Lord Irsus CHRIST, be poured up- 
on Him. The Lord make him a Rich Bleſſing, 
and a Son of Peace to the People, where Pro- 
vidence has bas 80 Lot, 


. \ | Am 
. * 


* Whic is the 'Praytr of. 


- Boſton, Decemb. 
* a$th, 1721. 
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3 haue i pl watered : 
; But God gave ibe Increaſe, 


. HE Y are the Words 6 1 
5 W {enſidle ) of the great Az 
4 EA T = * Faul, & they Were expreſs'd 


| M 1 him as a diſſwaſive from thoſe 
us WW 3 Diviſions which were crept into 
the Church of God which was at 
Corinib. That Church was as famous & flou- 
riſhing as any in regard of gifts, but as * One 
well expreſſes it, as crumbled into Diviſions, as 
they were eminent in Knowled ge. 
[ue Apoſtle had been with — a Lear and 
8 Six Months planting and ſcattering good Seed, 
and 70 for an agreeable Harveſt, but no 
ſooner had he turned his back and left em, but 
the Enemy came and ſowed his Tares. How 
„ wickly do the beſt Churches ſometimes De 
1 nerate !! We muſt not look for any Det bere in nt this 


* 


p F-23301 = Mr. chmod. | 
33235 


aroſe from their being guilty of that, Jud. 16.v. 


weak, The having Mens Perſons in Admira- 


and Strifs & Diviſions which were among them 


— > 
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World without their Imperfections and Carrup- | 
tions; omg perfectly free from theſe is not 
to be expected in this Life, but is reſerved for 
that which zs to COME, 1 
WHAT theſe Contentions were about, which 
were among them, we have ſome account of, 
Chap. I. 12. Now this I ſay, that every one of 
you faith, I am of Paul, and 1 of Apollos, and 1% 
of Cephas, and | of Chriſt. It ſeems that theſe 
Rents and Factions which were among the Co- 
rinthians were not in Matters of Faith, but they 


The having Mens Perfons in admiration, And 
what is prohibited, Jam, 2. 1. The having ihe | 
Faith f our Lord Feſus Chriſt with reſpef ta a 
Ferſons. And truly however their gifts might ¶ ti 
be ſtrong, this ſhewed their Grace to be, but 


tion, the having the Faith of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt the Lord of Glory with reſpe& of Perſons, |. 
is a certain Indication of this, and accordingly K 
the Apoſtle tells them, that he was feint to 
ſpeak to them even as unto Babes in Chriſt, v.1. i 
of this Chapter, That be fed them with Mill, 
and not with Meat, for thitherto they were not | 
able to bear it, v. 2. Yea that theſe Envyings 


were ſad Diſcoveries of their Carnality, v. 3, 4. 
Not but that the People of God may very juſtly 
fometimes, upon ſome accounts, and in ſome 
reſpects, prefer one Miniſter of the Goſpel to 
5 8 another. 


eee een 


: | | | another. The bleſſed GOD dignifies ſome a- 
" BY bove others, & we may honour thoſe moſt whom q 
GOD is pleas'd moſt to honour .: But to cry up | 


{ Got giveth the Increaſe,  $ = | 


one and to cry down others; to 1dolize ſome and 


to decry, depreciate & make nothing of others, 
vho are alſo the true and faithful Servants of 


1 60b in the Evangelical Work ( as ſeems to 


us | F but only Inſtruments by whom GOD aſſiſted 
them in the great Work of Believing. Iho then 
A Faul, and who is Apollos but Miniſters by whoxt 


1 and to bring them off from it,the Apoſtle men- 
tions two things to them. 


v. 5. Not Mafters, but Miniſters, not Principal 
Agents, but (I had almoſt ſaid ) only Tools, to 
be ſure only ſnſiruments whom the blefſedGOD 
| (from whom every goodGift cometh ) furniſnes 


therefore none are to be ſo extoll'd and adhered 


*naught any others who endeavour to be faith- 
fil, and do what they can In this ſenſe, H ho. 


have been the caſe of the Corinthians: ) this is 


very evil, & ſpeaks thoſe in whom it is to have 
vicious and corrupt Affections, and to walk 


| more according to Men than like real Chriſti- 


A . 5 
To make them ſenſible of the Evil of this, 


(I.) Tnz firſt is that their Miniſters or; 
Teachers were not Authors of Faith to them, 


ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man, 


with various Meaſures of Gifts, & with different 
degrees of Ability, juſt as He ſeeth good, and 


to, as that for their ſakes to undervalue or let AL 


BÞ " 
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ſl Y mocketh the poor reproecherb his Maker Prov. N 
17. 5. Since it is the Loꝛd that in this reſpect 


maketh poor and maketÞ rich, 1 Sam. 2. 7. 


(2.) THE other thing that the Apoſtle men- 
tions, is; Becauſe the Succeſs of all their Labours 
depended upon the Bleſſing of GOD. Where 
any of them came to be indeed beneficial, it 
was from Him. Text - I have planted, Apolios. 
&c. Two things are moſt obvious and eaſy to | 


be taken Notice of in the Worlds. 
1. THe Apoſtles declaration of what himſeli 

and Apollos did in the Miniſterial Work, [have 

planted, Apollos watered. 8 


 ConcerNiNG Pauls coming to Corinth and 


Preaching the Goſpel there, we have an account. 


Acts 18. begin. There Chriſpus the chief ruler F. 
of the Synagogue, believed on the Lord with all % 


his beuſe : and many of the Cotinthians hearing 


believed and were baptized,v. 8. of that Chapter. 
And there Soſthenes, who was a chief Ruler of 


the Synagogue alſo, was Converted ; Mention 


is made of him, and alſo of what he ſuffered 
from the Greeks,v. 17. Theſe Behevers I ſup- 
pole were thoſe called the Church of GOD in 1 | 


Corinth, 3 4a 
TovecniNc this Apollos alſo (what he was, 
and how he carryed himſelf) We read, A= 18. 
21. And a certain Jew named Apollos born at 
Alexandria, an eloquent Man, and mighty in ihe 
Scriptures, came to Epheſus, v.25, This Man 


cc, inflrutted in the way of the Lord, and being 
+ „ven 


0 "fn, & 6 $0 


jp, bt 


8 


„er vent in the ſpirit, he ſpake and taught dili- 
& I 2cntly the things. of the Lord, &c. He mightily 
Lonvinced the eus, and that publickly, ſbæwing 
8 by che Scriptures, that Feſus was Chriſt, v. 28. 
und as he mightily convine'd the Jews, fo pro- 
FE ably was as uſeful to the Corinthians. 
1c Nov faith the Apoſtle, I babe planted, Apol- 
bos watcred, as if he ſhould have ſaid, GOD was 
| pleas'd to put this honour upon me firſt of all 
to Preach the Goſpel among you, and bleſſed 
If WW my Preaching to convert you unto Chriſt (thus 


„ though they might have, Ten thoiſand Inflruftors 


in Chriſt, yet bad they not many Fathers, for in 
d rift feſus, he tells them He had begotten.them 
t, ibrough the Goſpel, 1 Cor. 4. 15.) And when I 
r left you Apollos ſtayed behind, and he watered 
1% what I had planted, what I had began by my 
gs Miniſtry, he furthered and ſtrengthened by his, 
was a Means further to build you up in Faith 
of and Holineſs 5-88 a8 
MN | 2. HERE is an Account how, what they did 
20 WM in the Miniſterial Work came to be Succeſsful. 
p- "> And this was from GOD : Bur G OD ancreaſcd, 
in or gave the increaſe, i. e. He bleſſed our Mini- 
ſtry, He wrought inwardly to make our Preact + 

is, ing ive / y and ectual, from Him was the Fruit 
8. found. The Text, in ſhort, is a Metaphor, and 
at the Similitude is taken from Planters, the Alluſi- 


he 9 is to People of that Denomination, whether 


an  Hnsbandmen, or Gardners, theſe, (it is well 
„g known ) Plough, they Plant, they Dig, they _ 
nit a 
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and ſometimes Water, but after all that they 


do of this Nature (yea, after it is watered by 
the Clouds, and warmed by the Influences of | 


the heavenly Bodies) the Fruitfulneſs of the 


and the beavens ſhall hear the earth,and the earth 
Shall bear the Corn and the Wine and Oyl, and 
they. ſpall hear Fezreel Hof. 2. 21,22. And thus 
it is in the Spiritual Plantation, even as it is in 
that which is of an earthly Nature; as it is in 
the earthly Husbandry or Tillage, ſo is it in the 


Spiritual, the Increaſe, the Fruit, the Benefit of 
this is juſt as GOD is pleas'd to give, juſt as He 
ſeeth meet to bleſs the Labours of thoſe whom i 


He improves in His Vineyard, to Succeed the 
Endeavours of thoſe whom He ſends forth into 
His Harveſt. Hence the 


DOCTRINE. 


TH 4T whatever Uſe or Improvement G O D |» 


zs pleasd to make of the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel in the Converting, & for the Ediſication, 
and Building up of Souls, their being Advan- 
geous and effettual this Way, is wholly from 
the Gift f GOD; it depends intirely upon 
the Divine Blaſſing 5 


{ 


Earth 1s wholly from GOD. Whatſoever Con- | 
catination of ſerond Cauſes there may be, GOD 
is at the higher End of the Chain, and all muſt |% 
be reſolved into Him. I will hear the heavens, 


— . ALAN AO A - 
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I ſhall not dilate as I _ on the Doctri- 
nal Part of this great Truth : the Point doth 
not need Explication ſo much as Application, 
it doth not want to be prov'd ſo much as im- 
prov'd. I ſhall therefore but as it were glance 
upon the diſtinct Parts of the Doctrine, and then 
proceed to make ſome Inferences and Deducti- 
ons for our Learning and Practice. 
7 THERE are two Propoſitions which fall un- 
der our Conſideration. Pg 


J. THAT GOD 7s pleas d ta make Uſe or In- 
provement of the Miniſters of the Soſpel in the 
Converting, and for the Edification, or Build- 
ing up of Souls. : 

II. W HATEVER Uſe or Improvement 

60 D 7zs pleasd to make of theſe, their being 

advantageous and effettual this Way, 7s wholly 

from ihe Gift of GOD, it depends intirely 
upon the Divine Bleſfing,  - © © 


PROP. I. GOD #s pleaſed to makg Uſe and 
Improvement of the Miniſters of the Goßel in the 
": Converting and for the Edification, or Building 
up of Souls, It is certain, That the bleſlec 
E GOD doth not do this out of any Neceſſity, He 
needs no ſecond Cauſes tho? He frequently uſeth 
them; He wants no Inſtruments, tho He many 
times improves them. He can do His own 
Work immediately, and without Means; He 
can bring to paſs what He hath a Mind to, by 
< CcoN- 


dom and diſplays His Goodneſs towards us. 
If: the glorious GOD ſhould act towards us im- 


of the great Law-giver in the Promulgation of 


8 God giveth the Increafe. 


contrary Means, but in His uſing and impro- 
ving of theſe, the bleſſed GOD acts His Wiſ⸗ 


mediately, and in His own Perſon, we ſhould be 
overwhelmed by ſuch an awful Majeſty, we 
cannot bear the immediate Manifeſtations of 


GOD while we are here in this World. Such 


Appearances of the Creator would be confound- 
ing to the Creature, ſo terrible was the fight 


His Law, that Moſes ſaid, I exceedingly fear and 
quake, Heb: 12.21. When the Diſciples were 
in the Mount of Transfiguration, and heard the 
Voice which came out of the Cloud, *tis ſaid, 
That they fell on their Faces & were ſore afraid, 
Mat. 17. 6. And if the bleſſed GOD had com- 
mi ſſio ned & made uſe of Angels in this Affair, 


we cannot think that a Word ſpoken by Angels 


would have been ſo advantageous to us, as that 
wherein GOD improves the Tongues of Men. 
It is that therefore which ſome have taken No- 
tice of, That the Angel which appeared to 


Cornelius, did not ſay mach to him himſelf, 
© but refer d him to Peter, Act. 10.6. He ſhall tel! 


$5.0 


* thee whax thou oughteſt 10 do. It is therefore 
GODS gracious Condeſcenſion to our preſent 
Weaknels, that He employs Men for the bene- 


ting our Souls; Men of the ſame Make of our 


ſel ves, of the ſame Paſſions with us, Atts 14.15. 


Who are compaſs'd with Infirmity eyen as we 
02 are 
92 


- 


are, as Elibu ſaid to Fob, Chap. 33. 6,7. BeholI 
am according to thy wiſh in Gods ftead, 1 al ſo 


am farmed out of the clay, bebold my terror fhalt 
not mate thee afraid,&c. Theſe GOD is pleas'd 
to make Uſe of or Improve in the Converting, 
0 and for the Edification, OT Building up of Souls. 
here are two Articles or Branches here, 


1. GOD is pleas'd to make Uſe or Improve- 


1 ment of the Miniſters of the Goſpel in the Con- 


vertixg of Souls, for the planting of His Grace 
in the Hearts of Men. It 1s ordinarily this 
Way, tho' it may ſometimes be in other, 


yet moſtly in this. It may be ſometimes by 


the Rod of Sanctified Affſiction, but it is moſt 


| uſually by the Word of Grace diſpenſed by 
- CHrIsTsS Meſſengers. GOD can make the E- 
difying Diſcourſes of private Chriſtians to mi- 

miſter Grace to the Hearers, Eph. 4. 29. 2 (cr. 


5. 20. This, this is the Means appointed for'tte 
reconciling & bringing Home Sinners to COT). 
In this Way GOD is wont to Luminate and 
Enlighten Sinners. Paul's Preaching was to 


open mens tyes, &c. Acts 26. 17, 18. In this 
ay GOD1s wont to awaken & ſtartle Sinners 
& When Paul reaſoned of Righteouſneſs, Tempc- 


rance and Judgment to come, Nilix Tremb/ed, 
Acts 24. 25. In this Way GOD is wont to Co 
Vince Sinners, and make them indred cnc 
ned as to what they muſt do: thus when 1/7 


preſs'd upon the Jews their Sin in Crucifyir g 


our bleſſed Saviour, it is ſaid, When they R. 41d 
C this, 
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this, they were pricked at the heart, & ſaid unto 
Peter, and to the'reſt of the Apoſtles, Men and 
Brethren, What ſhall we do? Acts 2. 37. And in 
this Way is GOD wont to Convert Sinners. No 
leſs than about three thouſand Souls were Conver- 
ied by one Sermon which Peter preached, Acts 2. 
41. Thus we lee that anſwered, How ſhall they 
believe in bam of whom they have not beard, and 
how Hall they bear without a Preacher ? Rom. 10. 
14. And that verifyed, That it hath pleaſed 
God by the fooliſhneſs of Preaching to ſave them 
that belicve, 1 Cor. 1. 21. And that, The Goſ- 
tel is the power of God unto Saluation,Rom.1.16. 
Not that this Power ſhall always accompany | 
the Preaching of it, but as if GOD would exert 
His Power, at leaſt ordinarily only by it. We 
are born again, not of corruptible ſeed, but of KF 
incorruptible, by the Word of God which liveth 
and abideth for ever, and this is the Word which 
by the Goſpel is Preached unto you,1 Pet.1.23,24, 
But I pals to ſay, 

2. GOD is pleas'd to make Uſe and Im- 
provement of the Miniſters of the Goſpel for 
the Hdiſication or Building up of Souls. Not 
only for the planting of His Grace in the 
Hearts of Men, but alſo for the Watering of the 
fame: The making it grow and flouriſh. Not 
only for the Beginning of a good Work, but al- 
{o for the carrying of it on. He gave ſome 
Paſtors and Teachers, for the perfecting of the 
Saints for the work of the Miniſtry, for the 

Edifying | 
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lifying the Body of Chriſt, Eph. 4. 12, 13. This 
1 moſt conſpecuous, if we conſider ſome of the 


10 Titles that are given in the ſacred Pages to the 
„ MW Miniſters of the Goſpel. Thus they are ſome- 


times called PASTORS and SHEPHERDS, 
8 becauſe they are to feed the Flock of GOD 
which is among them, that ſo they may zbrive 
and grow, 1 Pet. 5. 2. They are alſo ſtiled 
8 RULERS & STEWARDS over GODS Houſe - 
hold, to give them their Meat in due ſeaſon, 
that ſo they may he nonriſhed and grow up to 
a taller ſtature, Mat. 24. 45. So allo they are 
ſometimes termed BUILDERS, becauſe they 
| are not only to lay the Foundation in a Work 
of Grace, but alſo to rear up the Spiritual Buil- 


5 3 ding of CHRIST, I Cor. 3.10. To promove the 
% Building up of the Saints in their moſt holy 
* Faith, Jude v. 20. Once more, They are ſome- 


times called VINE-DRESSERS, becauſe they 
are to dreſs and tend the Trees in GODS Vine- 
yard ( to uſe all poſſible Means) that fo they 
may thrive and flouriſh in Fruitfulneſs, Luke 
13.7, 8, 9. I might alſo have illuſtrated this 
by inſtancing in ſome things which the Word 


. | Preach'd is in Scripture compar'd unto ; let it 
wh ſuffice to ſay, That it is likened not only to 
7 Y Seed, but to Milk, becauſe by this Milk GOD. 


deſigns our Spiritual Growth. I Per. 2. 2. 4s 
new horn Babes defire the ſincere Milk of the 
Word, that ye may grow therr hy. 


C 2 THYS 
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| Tnavs GOD is pleas'd to make Uſe of the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel in the Converting and 
for the Edification and Building up of Souls ; 
this ſhall ſuffice for the firſt Propoſition or part 


of the Doctrine, tho' I have ſaid but a very 


little in Compariſon of what might have been 
laid upon it. 


PROP. II. WHATEVER Uſe or Im- 
provement GOD is pleas'd io make of theſe, 
their being advantageous and effettual this Way, 
3; rebolly from the Gift of GOD, it depends 
mntirely upon the Divine Bleſſing. It is certain 
that in order to this the Miniſters of the Goſpel 
are to do what in them lies: In this conſiſts 
their main Work, v:2, to woo and if potuble 
to win Souls to Chriſt, They are to do their 


uttermoſt to illuminate, awaken, convince and 


convert Sinners, and alſo to confirm, quicken, 
ſtrengthen and comfort Saints, and promote 
and carry on the Work of Grace in them. In 
order to this, they are 10 grve themſelves 10 
Prayer, and to the Miniſiry of the Word, Acts 
6,4, Muſt preach the Herd, and be inſtant in 
Seaſon and out of ſeaſon, &c. 2 Tim. 4. 2. Aluſt i 
rake heed tothemſelces and to their Dottrine,and i 
continue in them, &c. 1 Tim. 4. 16. Muſt | 
ſtady to ſhew themſelves approved Workmen that 
need not to be aſhamed rightly dibiding the Mord 
of Truth, 2 Tim. 2. 15. And not only al e they 
to Preach the Word, but 21% to gg 
0 the 
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the Sacraments, diſpence the Cenſures, as ſhall 
be neceſſary, Viſit their People, Catechiſe the 
Younger Ones of the Flock, Guard the Church 
againſt ſuch as would be injurious by their Er- 
rors and falſe Doctrines; and to be ſure they 
are to be Enſamples to the Flock, in theſe and 
ſuch like ways are the Miniſters of the Goſpel 
to endeavour the Converſion and Edification of 
Souls : Tra very gladly are they to be willing 10 
| ſpend and be ſpent for them, 2 Cor. 12. 15. To 
be among them even as a Nurſe cberiſheth her 
Children, yea ſo affectionately deſirous of them as 
ro be willing to impart unto ihem,not only the Goſs 
pe! of God, but a!ſs their own Souls,'1 Theſ. 2. J, d. 
1 9 7 as the Miniſters of the Goſpel are to 
do whit in them lies towards the Converſion 
and Edification of their Peoples Souls, ſo People 
are to do what in them lies towards the Conver- 
ſion and Edification of their own Soul, under 
the Goſpel Miniſtry. They mult endeavour to 
{et themſelves under an able and powerful Mi- 
iſtiry;, to come to it with ſerious Reverence, to 
attend upon it with the greateſt Diligence; if 
Sinners do'nt do what they can this Way, are 
they not unfaithful, ſſothful and will they not 
be ſpeechleſs when they ſhall come to appear 
before the Lox their Judge? And the Saints 
of GOD are to do what they can in order to 
their improving under Goſpel Diſpenſations, 
that ſo they may not be barren & unfruitful, 
may'nt receive the Grace of GOD in vai; buc 
5 Ving 
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bring forth Fruit meet for him by whom they 
are dreſſed: Yea, be filled with all the Fruits 
of Righteouſneſs. But yet notwithſtanding all 
this, the Miniſters of the Goſpel, their being ad- 

vantageous for the Edification and Building uß 
of Souls, is wholly from tlie Gift of GOD, de: 
pends entirely upon the Divine Bleſſing. 

I might ſay here, LY 
1. THis cannot be from any thing elſe. 

F As for Inſtance, 

5 Nor from the Word of GOD it ſelf which 
; 


EN 


the Miniſters of the Goſpel deliver. The Word 
is an Inſtrument, and it is but an Inſtrument, 
; and an Inſtrument (you know) doth not 
tl move unleſs it be moved. What Weapon 
0 can do Execution without an Hand W ma- 
| nage it? Though the Word be an Inſtrument, 
yet it works not as a Natural, but as a Moral 
Cauſe, whoſe Efficacy is not in its ſelf, but de- 
pends upon another, a Superiour Being. 
No can it be from the Perſons themſelves 
wo have the Word Preach'd unto them, tho 
People may do conſiderably towards their own 
Converſion { more than they ordinarily do) in 
an outward way, yet as to ſpiritual Acts, gud 
,  rales, to theſe they are impotent: My People, 
F (ſays GOD) is fooliſh, they are ſottiſn Chil- 
1 dren, they are wiſe to do Evil, but to do Good 
they have no Knowledge, 7#. 4. 22. How doth 
the Word of GOD ſet forth the Inability of the 
an” Man? how that he cannot know, be- 
1 lieve, 
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lieve, obey, ſpeak one good Word, think one 
good Thought, or do one good Action. See 
1 Cor. 2. 14. Joh. 5.44, Rom. 8. 7. Mat, 12. 
24, 2 Cor. 3.5. Joh. 15. 5. Yea Man in his 


| Converſion is not only impotent but oppoſite. 
No can it be from the Miniſters of the Goſ- 


3 pel themſelves, though never fo gifted, though 


never ſo learned, though never ſuch excellent 


Preachers, they cannot of themſelves make the 
Word which they deliver, inſtrumental for the 
Converſion and Edification of their Hearers. 
What an Admirable Preacher was the Prophet 
I/aiah > And yet how does he complain upon 
the Account of the paucity of them that behe- 


ved? Who hath believed our Report, and to 
| whim is the Arm of the Lord revealed? Wa. 53. 
1. What a pathetical Preacher was the Pro- 
| phet 7eremiah ? Yet how does he lament” the 


unſucceſsfulneſs of his Miniſtry? The Bellows 
are burnt, the Lead is conſumed of the Fire, tle 
Founder melteth in vain, for the wicked are 
not plucked away. Reprobate Silver ſhall men 


call them, becauſe the Lord hath rejected them, 
ler. 6. 29, 30. What a charming Preacher was 


the Prophet Ezekiel ? But yet though the Peo- 
ple were forward to hear him, how averſe were 
they to practiſe their Duty? Lo, thou art unto 
them as a very lovely ſong, as one ibat hath 4 
pleaſant voice, that can play well on an Inſtru- 
ment, for they bear thy Words, but will not do 
them, In ſhort, What an one was our - Bleſſed 

Saviour? 
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Saviour? What People ever enjoyed ſuch 


Means as thoſe. that lived under the Miniſtry 
_ of Cbriſt and the Afoſt es? But though never 


Aan ſpake as He did, though His Lips were 
full of Grace (as one expreſſes it) moſt of His 
Hearers Hearts were deſtitute of it under His 
Miniſtry. What Multitudes remained juſt as 
they were. We bave piped unto you, and ye 
huve not danced, we have mourned unto you, and 
yr babe not lamented, Mat. 11. 17. Nothing 
would at all affect them. Thus the Converſion 
and Edification of Souls cannot be from other 
Things. Diverſe have been Inſtanced in. 

- 2."Tn1s muſt needs be wholly from the Gift 
of GOD, or depend entirely upon the Divine 
Bleſſing. What can be more full as to this, 
than the Verſe before our Text, with the Text 
it ſelf, and the Verſe which follows, I/ ho ther 
# Taul, and who is Apollos, bur Miniſters by whom 
ye. believed, even as the Lord gave to every 
Man ? I have planted, Apollos watered, hut 
God gave. the. Increaſe. So then neither is he 
that plantetb any thing, neither be that watereth, 


but God that giveth the Increaſe, I will glance 1 


upon the diſtinct Parts of this, 
1. ThAr the Miniſters of the Goſpel, are 


advantageous and effectual in the Converting 


any Souls, is wholly from the Gift of GO D, 
depends entirely upon the Diving Bleſling. # bo 


Þath believed our Report, and to whom ist, Arm 
; Gi 05 
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of the Lord revealed, Iſai. 5 3. 1. Thoſe that be- 
lieve the Report of the Goſpel muſt have the 
Arm of the Lord revealed to or upon them. 
Tby People ſhall be willing in the Day of thy 
power z, in the Beau ies of Holineſs Pſal. 1 10.3, 4 
A People of Willingneſſes in the Day of thy Ar- 


mies, the Beauties of Holineſs will not be {ufti- 


cient to make any a People of IVCillingneſſis, un- 
leſs GOD make it a Day of His Armies. 80, 
2 Cor. 10.4. The Weapons of our warfare are 
mighty through God, to the pulling down of ſtrong 
holds. The Miniſtry is a kind of Ailitia, 1 Tim 

1.18. But that it becomes conquering to Souls, 
and for the ſubduing them to GOD, is from 
GOD alone. Three things I ſhall hint here, 

1. REGENERATION or the New Nature, 
which is ordinarily by the Miniſtry of the 
Word, as the Inſtrument, is ſpoken of in Scrip- 
ture, as GOD's Gift, See how HE challenges it 
as His Prerogative to give it. Ezek. 36. 2, 26. 
Then will T ſprinkle clean water upon hon, and ye 
ball be clean : From all your Filthineſs,and from 
all your Idols, will I cleanſe you. A new Heart 


a4lſo will T give you, and a new Spirit will J pur 


within you, and I will take away the ſtony: heart 
out of your Fleſh, and Iwill give you an Heart 
of Fleſh, We ſee here that it is GOD that does 
it,and that He does it in a way of Gift. He does 
not ſay, That He will give it upon ſuch ar ſuch 
Terms or Conſiderations, but He will give it : 
He muſt youchſafe - if ever Perſons have it 
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it muſt be freely, without any Money, without 
any Price. 35 
2. PARTICULAR Graces, which are ordina- 
rily by the Miniſtry of the Word as the Means, 
are ſaid in Scripture to be given by G OD. 
Several of theſe might be inſtanced in. As, 
SAVING Knowledge, it is ſaid to be given, 


and to be given by GOD. So our Lord tells His 


Diſciples, Mat. 13. 11. To you it 3s given to know 
the Myſteries of the Kingdom of God, but to them 
it is not given. It is the Mercy and Goodneſs 
of GOD that makes the Difference among Per- 
ſons, as to this; between thoſe that remain 
blind as they were born, and thoſe whoſe eyes 
were opened and are made to fee. So, Jer. 24.7. 
I will grve then (ſaith GOD) an Heart to know 
me. ** He that gives the Natural Light for the 


guidance of our Bodies, does alſo give the Spi- 


ritual Light for the Conduct of our Souls. 
AND as Saving Knowledge, ſo true Faith, is 


ſaid to be given to us by GO; it is called the 


Gift of GOD, Eph.2.8, And it is ſaid to be gi- 
ven to us to believe, Phil. 1. 29. i. e. By the Fa- 
ther of Lights, the GOD of all Grace: And our 


Lon p declares, That no Man can come unto 
Him, except the Father which had ſent Him 


? 


draw him, except it were given unto him of His 
Father, Job. 6.44, 65. It points out a Divine 


Power exerted upon the Soul, by which it is 


made obedlient to the heavenly Call, and ena- 


bled to cloſe with CHRIST as He is offered in 
the Goſpel, AND 
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AND as true Faith, ſo Evangelical Repentance, 
is aid in Scripture, to be given us by GOD. 
If peradventure GOD may give them Repen- 
tance, to the Acknowledging of the Truth, 
2 Tim. 2.25. GOD granted unto the Gentiles 
Repentance unto Life, Aﬀs 11.18. There is no 
Repentance unto Life, but what is granted by. 
tke Living GOD ; no Repentance to Salvation, 
but what 1s given by the G O D ot Salvation. 
The Word of it ſelf cannot do this, unleſs GOD 
ſtrike with that Hammer, it will never break 
the Rock in Pieces: Unleſs the Spirit manage 
that Sword, it will never prickMen to the Heart. 

Tus particular Graces, which are ordinarily 
by the. Goſpel-Miniſtry, are ſaid in Scripture 
to be given by GOD. „ 
3. REGENERATION or Converſion, hath 
ſuch Terms or Titles put upon it in the Word 
of G OD, as ſpeaks it to be wholly from His 
Gift, or to depend entirely upon the Divine 
Bleſſing. As particularly, 

I T 1s ſometimes ſpoken of as a Reſurrection 
from the Dead. The natural Man is Spiritu- 


ally Dead ; but when Grace comes into a Man, 


he is quickened and made to live. He is then 
quickened who before was Dead in Treſpaſſes 
and Sins, Eph. 2.1. The Hour is then come 
in which the Dead is made ſo to hear the Voice 
of the Son of GOD, zo Live, ſoh. 5. 25. But who 
can quicken or raiſe the dead, but GOD only ? 
How could our Saviour have «ome out of the 
ol D 2 - Crave 
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Grave without the Power of GOD to raiſe Him 
And ſuch a Power does GO D put forth when 
He brings ns out of the Grave of Sin, and ena- 
bles us to Believe in CHRIST, Eph. 1. 19, 2c. 
And what is the exceeding Greatneſs of His 
Power to us-ward who Believe, according to the 
Working of His mighty Power which He 
wrought in Chriſt, when He raiſed Him 
from the Dead, and ſet Him at His own Right 
Hand in the Heavenly Places. } La bf 
Once more, It is ſometimes called a New 
Creation. There is in Regeneration or Conver- 


ſion ſuch a Change as amounts to this. The 


Phraſe is frequently uſed. To are bis Work- 
#nſhip in Chriſt Jeſus Created to good Works, 
Eph. 2. 10. The new Man iy after God created 
in righteouſneſs and true bolineſs, Chap. 4. 24. 
But who can Create, but GOD? this is certain- 
I a Work of Omnipotence proper and peculiar 
to Hin:, and incommunicable to any Creature. 
In ſhort, Creation is taken. more ſtrictly or more 
largely. If we conſider it in the firſt Senſe, for 
the making of a Creature ont of Nothing, thus 
Regeneration may fitly be {tiled a Creation; 
in this Work GOD calls thoſe things which be 


not as though they were, Rom. 4. 17. Or if we 


conſider Creation more largely, for a Making 


a Thing out of unfit and indiſpoſed Matter; 


how unfit, indiſpoſed and averſe are we when 
[ 


GOD beſtows His Grace upon us? Truly, of 


Uriciling He makes us Willing 3 ſo that this 


Werk 
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Work can be Effected only by a Divine Power, 
whatever Uſe and Improvement GOD makes 
of the Miniſters of the Goſpel in Effecting of it. 
Tuus that the Minifters of the Goſpel are 


advantageous and effectual in the Converting 
any Soul, is wholly from the Gift of GOD, de- 


pends entirely upon the Divine Bleſſing. 


I might ſay, bs 8 

2. THaT the Miniſters of the Goſpel are 
advantageous and effectual for the Edification 
or Building up of Souls, is wholly from the Gift 
o GOD, this alſo depends entirely upon the 
Divine Bleſſing. The ſame Hand that Planted 
Grace in the Soul, under the Goſpel-Miniſtry, 
muſt alſo water and drefs it, under that Mini- 
ſtry, or it will not flouriſh and grow up to Per- 


fe&tion. As GOD is the Author of Nature, and 


Natural Things have their Dependance upon 
Him, in all their Progreſfive Motions; ſo as 
He is the Author of Grace, that Grace depends 
upon Him in all its Progreſſive Motions, from 
one degree to another, till it comes to be com- 
pleated in the heaveniy-World, GOD. 1s 


| pleas'd to uſe and improve Miniſters of the 


Goſpel for the Edifying the Body of Cbriſt, Eph. 


4. 12. And the Hord 1s called, The Word of 
gods Grace, which is able to build us up, Acts 20. 


22. And Chriſtians may be ſaid ſometimes 79 
edify one another, 1 Theſ. 5. 11. And to build 
#p themſelves in their m ſt holy Faith, Jud.v.20; 
Rut yet all is from GOD, all depends upon His 

4 | F Bleſling, 
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Bleſſing; whatever Means He makes Uſe and 
Improvement of. Thus, and in this Senſe, ex- 
cept the LORD build the Houſe, they Labour 
in vain that build it, Pſal. 127. 1. I might 
illuſtrate & clear this up by ſaying, 

THAT Souls come to be more Knowing and 
Learn'd under the Goſpel-Miniſtry, is from the 
Gift of GOD. Thus the Inſpiration of the Al- 
mighty giveth Underſtanding, Fob 32. 8. Thus 
He giveth Wiſdom to the Wiſe & Knowledge to 
them that know Underſtanding, Dan.2.21. See 
how the Apoſtle expreſſes this in his Prayer for 
the Ephefians : Chap. 1. 17, 18. That the God of 

our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Father of Glory may 
give unto you the Spirit of Wiſdom & Revelation 
tn the Knowledge of him; the eyes of your Under- 
ſtanding being enlightned,that ye may know what 
is the Hope of bis Calling, and what the Riches of 
the Glory of bis Inheritance in the Saints, 

So alſo, that Souls come to be more confirm'd 
and eſtabliſnd under the Miniſtry of the Word, 
1 is from the Gift of GOD. 1 Cor. 1.7. Orr Lord 

1 Feſus Chriſt who ſhall confirm you to the End. 
F 1 Pet. 5. 10. The Godof all Grace who hath call d 

J uus to bis eterna! Glory by Chriſt Feſus ſtabliſb, 
fertle you. 

$0 likewiſe, that Souls come to be corrobe- 
rated and ſtrengthened in Grace, under Goſpel 
Diſpenſations, is from the Gift of GOD. I bow 
(ſays the Apoſtle) my Knees 10 the Father of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt, of u the whole _—_ 
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of Heaven and Earth is named, that be world 


ę rant you according to the Rithes of his Glory. to 


be ſtrengtbened with might by his Spirit in the 
inner Man, Eph. 3. 14, 1, 16. And this was the 
Matter of the Apoſtles Prayer for the Coloſſians, 
Chap. 1.11. — Strengtbened with al! might ac- 
cording to his glorious Power. 

AGAIN, That Souls come to increaſe and 
grow in Grace, under the Means which GOD 
affords them, is from His own Gift. If any 
thrive under the Goſpel Miniſtry, it is not by 
their own, but by the Increaſes of GOD, Col. 2. 


19. The Apoſtles go to CHRIST, Lord, increaſe 
our Faith, or add to our Faith, Luke 17. 5. 


Mok EO VER, That any experience quick- 
ning Grace under the Miniſtry of the Word, is 
from the Gift of GOD. How often does David 
pray to GOD for quickning, F/al. 119. And 
the Spouſe the gracious Church, prays to Chriſt 
that He would draw her, Cant. 1:4. He muſt 
put His Hand in at the Hole of the Door, before 
a drowſy, tho gracious Soul will ſtir at His Call, 
Cant. 5.4. Agreeably the Pſalmiſt ſays, That 


he would run the Way of GOD's Command 


ments, when GOD ſhould enlarge his Heart, 
P/al. 119. 32. | | 4 4 | 
Ap to add no farther here, That Souls come 
to be compleat and perfect at laſt, is wholly from 


the Gift of GOD. JESUS the. Author and Fi- 


niſber of Faith, Heb. 12.2. He that begins the 
good Work in us, is the Performer, the * 
„ 0 
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of it, until the Day of Jeſus Chriſt, Ph). 1.6. It 
3s, in ſhort, the GOD of Glory, that muſt make 
us perfect, as the Apoſtle Peter prays, 1 Per. 5. 
10. Both Grace and Glory are GOD's Gift, 
P/al, 84. 11. But I ſhall not enlarge on theſe 
Things, but proceed to make ſome 


bag x a few particulars, and I muſt but little 
more than name what might be largely inſiſted 


On). fe | . 

I. Is GOD pleas'd to make uſe of the Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel in the Converting, and for 
the Edification, & Building up of Souls? Then 
their Work is a very great & awful Work. 1 
am doing a great Work, ſaid Nebemab Chap. 6. 3. 
Truly, the Miniſters of the Goſpel are concern'd 
m great Work. It is Sou Work ; the Conver- 
ſion, and Edification of theſe : and this is of vaſt 
Importance. If a Man ( fays one) were only 
a Keeper of Cattel, of Sheep, or Swine, the charge 
would not be ſo great: If the Wolf ſhould now 
and then carry one away, the loſs would not be 
lo much. But the Miniſters of the Goſpel have 
the Charge of Souls, One of which is of more 
worth than the whole World. O how may this 


Fear & Tremble ! It is enongh to make us be- 
ſtir our ſelves: As the Apoſtle once ſaid, 2 Cor. 
J. LI. Anotoing the Terror of the Lord we perſuade 
Ts | 5 | Men, 


make Us,whom GOD has put into the Miniſtry, 
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will be faithful to their Truſt. The ſame com- 
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| Men. And eſpecially conſidering how that if 


any perth through our neglect, their Blood will 
be requir'd at our Hands, Eze&.3.17,18. Happy 
will he be that ſhall be able to ſay, as Aﬀs 20. 
26,27. I am pure from the Blood of all Men, 


jor I have not ſhynned to Declare all ibe counſel 
of (ad, : 1-1: N 


II. Hence, People ſhould endeavour to chuſe 
ſuch for their Miniſters, whoſe Labours they 
may hope GOD will Bleſs for the Converſfon and 
Ediſication of Souls. It is certain that thoſe 
who are veſted with the Miniſterial Office ought 
to be Men of peculiar Qualifications; Men of 
Learning. The Work calls for the moſt emi- 
nent Accompliſhments: And whither Grace be 
Eſſential to a Miniſter of the Goſpel, or not; It 
is certainly a moſt deſireable Qualification, 
And I may add, Singularly uſeful in a Miniſter, 
both for the performing his Duty, and the Suc- 
ceſs of his Work. This is abſolutely Neceſſary, 
for a Miniſters Saving himſelf, and moſt uſeful 
in order to his Saving of Others. I fully accord 
with thoſe whoſe Sentiments are, That none 
ſhould be devoted to, or veſted with this holy 
Office, but ſuch as there is Reaſon to hope are 


buy Nature, Study, yea and Grace prepared for 


it, and are like to be faithful in it. Loy hands 
ſuddenly on no Mun. Theſe alſo ſhould firſt be 
proved, yea, and found ſuch, as we may judge 
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be expreſs 


teach others, 2 Tim. 2.2. | 

III. Hence, the faithful Miniſters of the 
Goſpel ought more than a little to be accounted 
of, and eſteem'd. There is double honour due 
to them that rule well, and labour in the Word 
and Doctrine, 1 Tim. 5. 17. The Apoſtles words 
are very Emphatical : 1 Theſ. 5. 12, 13. And we 
beſeech you Brethren, to know them which labour 


mit thou unto faithſul Men, who ſhall be able to 


among you, and are over you in the Lord, and ad- 


moniſh you; and to cfieem them very bighly in 
love for their works jake; The Words in the 
Greek n tcl an Emphaſis as cannot wel! 

d in the Engliſh ; importing Eſteem 
and Love, even to an Hyperbole. And ſince 
GOD makes ſuch Uſe & Improvement of them, 


in the Converting & Edification of Souls: Why 
ſhould it not be ſo? It is not to be look'd up- 


on as ſtrange, that the Apoſtle ſpeaking of the 
Preachers being ſo inſtrumental in the Matter 


of Faith, Docs upon it add, As it 28 written, How 


beautiful are the Feet of them that Preach the Goj- 
pel of Peace,& bring glad Tydings of good things, 
Rom. 10. 14, 15. It is pity that any of them 
ſnould be deſp1s'd or under-valu'd. Sure I am, 


that He that employs them takes Notice of it, 


and accounts the Indignities, or Affronts that are 
done unto Them, as done unto Himſelf. He 
. that beareth/you, heareth me, and be that deſpi- 
ſeth you, deſpiſeth me, and be that deſpiſeth me, 


deſpileth bim that ſent me, Luke 10. 16. 1 


re n me. Wi ,s .d D VVA! / ..coa£coao_ccacc.c 8 
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IU. WE may infer a Reaſon _ Satan 1s fo 


Maliciouſly ſet againſt the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel. So he has been, and ſo he is, and ſo he 


is like to be. He that was at Jaſbua's right 


hand to reſiſt him, is at every faithful Mini- 


ſter's Elbow to oppoſe him: ſo he is when the 
Miniſter is in his Study; fo he is when the Mi- 
niſter is in the Pulpit: and who can tell all the 
Statagems, all the Devices of the evil One, for 
the impeding Us in our Work? How often 
does he endeavour to intimidate our Spirits and 
make us afraid? How often to royle us with 


Paſſion? And how does he ſometimes almoſt 


quite Diſcourage us? Almoſt ready with 0. 
nah, to run away from our Charge; and to ſay 


with Zeremiah,That we will not make Mention 
of Him, or ſpeak any more in His Name. And 
if things go well, Vet are we not out of Danger; 
for how does he then endeavour to puff us up 
with Pride in ſome degree or other? Nor 1s 
this to be wondred at, ſince the bleſſed GOD 


improves the Miniſters of the Goſpel for the 


good of Souls. And Satan is a moſt bitter Ene- 


my to precious immortal Souls. Miniſters en- 


deavour to ſave them ; and the Devil to deſtroy 
them: if there be any thing that that Infernal 
Spirit can take pleaſure in, it is to ruin Souls, 
and bring them into the ſame Condemnation 
with himſelf. F 
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think u pon the Importance of t 


V. Hence we ſee, What need the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel do ſtand in of the Prayers of 
GOD's — Chriſtians, thert are no greater 
Objects of Pity & Prayers in the whole World 
than the Miniſters of Chriſt, O Brethren, 

keir Work, the 
Difficulties which they have to conflict withal : 


How much they are oppoſed by Earth and Hell. 


The account which they have to give; and 
then realize their Weakneſs and Infirmities; 


and ſee if it will melt you into Compaſſion 105 


wards them. There is not one Miniſtcr of the 


Goſpel in this Aſſembly, but asks your Prayers, 
but whoſe Language 1s, Brethren, pray for us. 


O be importunate with GOD, that He would 
pour abundantly of His Spirit upon them, that 
His Thummim and His Urim may be with His 
Holy Ones,that the Lord would be with them, 

and make their Labours ſucceſsful, for the Cons 
verſion and Edification of Souls; the more Peo- 
ple pray for their Miniſters, the more good are 
they like to obtain by them. And as I would 
requeſt the Prayers * this Aſſembly for all of 
us, who are in the Miniſtry ; ſo particularly, 
and eſpecially the Prayers of the Church and 
Peopte of GOD in this Place for him, who is 
this Day to take the Miniſterial Charge. Who 
3s by and by to be {et apart to the Service of 
GOD, in the Goſpel of His Son, by ſolemn 


Prayer, and the Impoſition of the hands of the 
Preſbiter t 
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Preſbitery : He ſpeaks to you in that Language 


s | Rom. 15. 30. I beſeech you bretbren for the Lord 
f Feſus Chriſts ſake, and for the love f the ſpirit, 


Jy that you ſtrive tagetber with me in your Prayers 
> to God for ne. ITY - ants 
4j ' ; 7 0 31 9 + £51 2 el. 4 7 8 
e VI. WE may alſo collect the {ad Condition 


3 of thoſe whozare without the Miniſtry of the 
/. Word. It is a certain Truth, that a Famine 
d of hearing the Word of the Lord, is worſe than 
5 2 Famine of Bread, or a Thirſt for Water, Amos 
— 8. 11. With what Compaſſion was our Saviour 
e mov'd, when He ſaw the Multitude ſcattered 
S, abroad; as ſheep without aſhepherd,. Mat. 9. 36. 
7 1 have read an Account that one gives, When 
d | Preaching was ſuppreſs'd at Rome, that Letters 
it were fram'd as coming from Hell, wherein the 
Is Devil gave them Thanks for the Multitude of 
„ Souls ſent to him that Lear. Souls go fall 
* enough toHell under the Preaching of the Word; 
J- but O how faſt do they go where there is none 
e | where there is no viſion, the people periſh, Prov. 
d 29. 18. What Pity then is it, thatPeople ſhould 
pf retuſe it when offered to them. O let the Towns 


„ bo are without it, get in by all means, and 
d endeavour to be as they ſhould, in attending 
Is upon it. Therefore, 2+ e of f 
0 | * el hu 
F IF. How conſcientious and careful ſhould 


n People be in attending upon the Goſpel Miniſtry 
e || How are the Miniſters of the Goſpel like to be 


{m1 
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ſerviceable in the Converting and for the Fdi- 
fication and Building up of Souls, if People are 
not careful to wait upon their Miniſtry. Let 


none therefore forſake the aſſembling of them 


ſelves together, as the manner oftoo many is. 


Don't be abſent from the PublickWorſhip upon 


ſmall or trivial occaſions; don't let a little 
Rain, or Snom or Cold keep you at Home. Is not 


this to Tet light by that which "GOD has made 


the Means for Converſion & Edification of your 
Souls. Shall GOD ſind a Mouth to ſpeak, and 


Man not an Ear to hear? It is not good to baulk 
the known and ordinary Methods of Grace; 


Thoſe that are truly godly will be careful not 
to do ſo. It is the inſeparable property of a 
fincere Soul, to Love the Habitation of God's 
Houſe, and the place where his Honour dwells ; 
to be glad when it is ſaid to them, Let 2 go 
into the Houſe fm Lord; and there the Man 
is in the way of a Bleſſing, in the way to Life: 
Bleſſed is the Man that — me, watching 


daily at my gates waiting at the poſts of My door: 3 
Jor whoſo finderh me, findeth life, and ſhall obtain 
Favour of the Lord, Prov. 8. 34, 35. , 


III. How oupht Sinners to do what they 
can to have the Goſpel Miniftry advantageous 
and effeftual to their Converſion; though its 
being thus beneficial depends entirelyupon the 
Divine Bleſſing, vet we muſt, (as has been hint- 
ed already) do cur uttermoſt. And —_—— | 

| | | there, 
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there, but might do more than they do? To 
quicken you, I might ſay, What Multitudes re- 
main Unconverted under the Goſpel-Miniſtry. 
Our Lord in the Parable, Mat. 13. begin. Gives 
us to underſtand, That among four ſorts of 
Hearers, One only is good. The moſt remain 
Unconvinced, Unenlightned, Unconverted. I 
might remind you alſo, How Tong you have hv'd 
un the Miniſtry of the Word, How many 
Vears He that has planted you in his VE 
has come, and ſought fruit, but found none, Late 
13.6. I might alſo ſuggeſt to you, How that if 
the Goſpel-Miniſt ry be not a Means of your 
Converſion, it is to be feard that nothing will. 
If they bear not Moſes and tbe Prophets, neither 
coill they be perſwaded though one aroſe from the © 
dead. If our Goſpel be bid, it is hid to them that 
are loſt, 2 Cor.4.3. They are like to be finally 
loft to whom the Goſpel-Miniſtry, is not _bleſs'd 
to ſave! And once more, Realize the Dread 
fulneſs of their Condition, who continue Impe- 
nitent, and Unconverted under the Goſpel. It 
will certainly be more tolerable for Sodom in 
the day of Judgment, than for ſuch, Mat. 1 1. 24. 
The worſt of Heathen will fare better in the 
” | Day of Judgment than ſuch as theſe. Oh then 
8 Do what in you lies towards your being Con- 
5 verted under the Goſpel Diſpenſations, which 
you are the Subjects of. Come to the Word to 
|| be. Converted by it; and be Importunate with 
5 GOD, that it may be bleſa d tò you for this : 
9 1 And 


FY man > Lo TT vo Wc 


2 


2 


2 Q we 


WV vw. VQ oo, 


X PA 
41 —_— 


33 Gad giveth the Increaſe. 


\nd remember to Pray for your Miniſter, as I 
often as you.come.: It was the Expreſſion of a C 
conſiderable Perſon, © He. that comes to a der- f 
e mon and does not Pray for the Preacher, is J. 
* like one that fits down to his Food without b 
* asking a Bleſſing. But when Sinners do what 1 
they can, then are they in a Proximity to Con- 
verhon, though not Converted, yet in a hopeful 1 
way to be ſo, A Divine Power is requiſite . 


hereto 5 and when Sinners are in the way of 
their Duty, then are they moſt likely to expe- 
rience and feel that Power. Up therefore and 
be doing, and the Lord be with you. 


TX. HeNCE, Chriſtians ſhould be much in 
Examining themſelves, How they profit under 
the Goſpel-Miniſtry ; Does GOD ule and im- 
prove this Miniſtry, as for the Converſion of 
Sinners, ſo alſo for the Edification, and Building 
up of His Saints? Then how do you Chriſtians 
gro in Grace under the Means of Grace? Do 
Jou go backward, or forward in Religion? Self- 
Examination is a Duty to be attended, not only 
now and then, but we are to be moſt frequent 
in it: Let it then be part of our daily Exerciſe, 
that ſo we may ſee what ground we get or looſe, 
And if We can find our Souls in any Meaſure 
Edify d ang halt up, we cannot be ſufficiently 
thankful ;'and Jet us go on towards Perfection; 
let us forgetting thoſe things which are behind, 

and rege forth unto thoſe which. arc bebe 
bad, prove 
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preſs toward the mark, for the prize of the high 
Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus, Phil. 3. 13, 14. 
But if we find our ſelves under any Spiritual 
Decays, How deeply ought we to be humbled 
before GOD ! How earneft and importunate in 
our ſeeking to Him that He would reyive His 
Work in us, that He would quicken us in His 
Way ! That to be ſure muſt be minded, Rev. 
2. 5, Remember from whence thou art fallen and 
repent, and do the firſt works, | 


X.HgNncE GOD muſt have the Glory, when any 
Souls are profited by theGoſpel-Miniſtry. Mini- 
ſters, when any thing of this Nature is conſpicu- 
ous, & to be taken notice of, muſt give the Glory 
to GOD: that muſt be their Language, Not 
unto us, O Lord, not unto ws, but unto thy Name 
give glory, Pſal. 115. 1. Thus did he, 1 Cor. 15. 
Iq. ¶ laboured more abundantly than they all, yet 
not ] bur the Grace of God which was with mc. 
And People muſt give the Glory of every thing 
of this Nature, to GOD. Not to the Miniſter . „ 
Tho' they ought to have a very tender regard 1 
for thoſe Miniſters whom GOD hath made in- \ ö 
ſtrumental for their Converſion, & Edification; 'Y 
(They are their Spiritual Fathers, and a very 
great value they ozght to have, yea, they @«1// 
have for them,) but yet as the good they have f 
experienced by them, was from the Divine t 
Bleſſing, fo the Praiſe of all muſt be entirely i 
aſcrib'd to the Divine Being, 
0 9 I* 8 | F . 
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XI. How ought ſuch as GOD is calling to, 
and are engaging in the Miniſterial Work, to 
do it in the Strength of Heaven ; and with an 
entire Dependance on Help from Above ? 
Verily, they that are like to be moſt Serviceab/e 
in this Work, will be moſt Humble in their 
own Eyes , will have the greateſt ſenſe of their 
own Nothingneſs; and after all their Study 
and Pains ; after their Learning, and Know- 
ledge ; after all their Attainments & Qualifi- 
_ cations, their Language will be agreeable with 
that, Unis me who am leſs than the leaſt of all 
Saints, is his Grace given, that IT ſheuld Preach 
the Unſearcheable Riches of Chriſt, Who am I, 
O Lord God ? And what is my Houſe, that thou 


of the Lord; I will make mention of thy Righte- 
 ouſneſs, even of thine only. If thy Preſence go 
not with me, carry me not up kence : but if the 
Lord will be with me, and proſper me in the work 
that I go about, Praiſe ſhall wait for thee, O God, 
and unto thee ſka'l the Vow be performed. 


XII. Is it as you have heard? Let thoſe of 
us whom GOD has put into the Miniſtry, with 
an entire Dependance upon Heaven,endeavour, 
and this more & more, the Converſion, Edifica- 
tion, yea,and Salvation of Souls : Let us be ſure 
to ſee to it, that We Our ſelves are Converted, 
that ſo when we have Preach'd unto Others, We 
our ſelves may not be Caſt-aways. PO we 
x 8 | ave 
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baſt brought me hitherto ? I will go in the ſtrength 
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have been made Keepers of the Vineyard, may 
not be found not to have kept our own Vine- 
yard. And let us uſe all poſſible Means and 
Endeavours, that Our ſelves be Edify'd ; that 
Our ſelves be built up in our moſt holy Faith 


that we Our ſelves be lively, and thriving 


Chriſtians ; and then let us do our utter-moſr 
to Convert & Edify, and Save Others. Let us 
endeavour to be /o in our Stud7es, fo in our Pul- 
pits, ſo1n our Viſirs, ſo in our whole Converſa- 
tion, that we may be in the way to attain this 
great End. In our Stadies, let us be moſt dili- 
gent, that ſo we may provide the moſt agreea- 
ble Doctrines, find out ſuch acceptable Words, 


as may both pleaſe, and profit. In our Pa pita, 
let us be vigorous ; in our V7/irs advantagious : 
and 1n our whole Walk and Deportment moſt 


Circumſpect, and Exemplary ; and if GOD will 
pleaſe to make us uſeful, and any way advan- 
tageous, in the Converting, and for the Edifica- 
tion, and Building up of Souls, as He will have 


Glory, ſo we ſhall, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Rom. 


15-17. have whereof we may Glory, through 


Jeſus Chriſt, in thoſe things which pertain to 
60D. For undoubtedly the Succeſs of our La- 


bours, 1s our moſt ſolid Reputation : and that 


. Miniſter has the beſt, and greateſt Name, that 
is moſt beneficial, and advantageous to the Souls 


of Men. 
FiNALLY. When thoſe who are rall'd to 
the Miniſterial-Office are very Young, How 
54 | ought 
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- ought the People that Call them to that Office, 
to do all they can,that fo they may be a Means 
for the Converting, and Edification of Souls ? 
In all thoſe Ways (in which it is proper for 
them) People ſhould Endeavour to be helpful 
to their Miniſters. Moſt remarkable ate the 
words of David, 1 Chron. 29. 1. Solomon my Son 
woom alone God bath choſen, is yet young and 
render. And the work is great, v. 5. And who 
then is willing to conſecrate his ſervice this Day 
anto the Lord? When ſuch as are choſen and 
call'd to this great Work are Young & Tender, 
certainly every one ſhould conſecrate his Ser- 
vice (in what is ſuitable for him,) for the car- 
rying on the Work of GOD: 7? 
I ſhall therefore cloſe with one word to the 
Church & Congregation in this Town,who have 
call'd a Perſon that is Jung to the Paſtoral 
Office among them, and whom the Lox D has 
inclin'd to accept their Invitation; and who is 
now ſolemnly to be ſeparated to the Work 
whereto he is call'd. | 
HoNovRED, REVEREND and BELOVED, 
In our LoxD Ixsus CHR1sT : 
WHAT remains but that you receive him as | 
a Miniſter of the Goſpel; a Gift receivd by || 
CHRIST of His Father for you, ant now graCi- | 
ouſly tetow'd upon you. That you look upon 
him not only as a Miniſter of the Goſpel, but as 
Fow Miniſter, fet by the LoRp of the Harveſt, | 
to labour amon;ſt you; ſet by the great She- || « 
- Pherd 
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Ca 
e, pherd over you, to feed and rule you. Our % 
18 Hearts Deſire, and Prayer to GOD for hin, is 
2 That he may fo Plant, and Water, as that there 
Ny may be an abundant Increaſe, that the Seed 
al which ſhall be Sown, may be bleſs'd to the 
e bringing forth of Fruit, thirty, ſixty, yea an 
Vi hundred fold. ä 
rd Ax p for your ſelves, That you will hold him F 
%% in Reputation, that you eſteem him very high- 
J, iv in Love, and be at Peace among your ſelves. j 
id O hot good and how plaaſant is it for Brethren to : 
r, dwell together in Unity! Give him d6uble i 
r= honour, don't readily be offended at him, don't | 


r eaſily be preſudicd againſt him; have a cα⁹ . 
of grieving him, and making his heart ſad=* 


1E | 1ncourage him to your uttermoſt in his Work ; 
Ve let him have a continual Remembrance in your 
al Supplications to GOD. And endeavour above 
a8 all, to improve, and be fruitful under his Mini:: 
18 ſtey. Let Sinners fear to remain in an Uncon- * 
rk verted State. And let ſuch is have been ena- 


bled to recerveChrift Feſus the Lord, walé in him, 5 6 
b, rooted, & built up in him, & ſtabliſhed in the Faith, + 
g ye hate been taugbt, (& we truſt you ſhall ſtill! 


as be taught) avounding therein with Thanh giving. A 
by | Be deeply humbled this Day, that you profited 4 
oh no more under the former Means which you '# 
n were bleſs'd withal, and endeavour to do better | 
a8 for the time to come. Let ſuch as are in their ? 
ſt, Fariy Time, be perſwaded to Remember their ; 
c || Creator; and let ſuch as are qualify'd for ſpe- . 
rd | cial 4 
"0 
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_ cial Ordinances, and as yet have not attended 
their Duty, make haſte, and delay no longer, as 
to their coming to the ſame: And let thole who 
have for ſome Time (it may be long) enjoy d 
thoſe Ordinances, ſee to it that they flouriſh in 
the Courts of GOD, that they bring forth fruit 

in Old Age. Oh! how will this rejoyce the 
faithful Miniſters of Cas 1sT, to ſee their Peo- 
ple walking in the Truth ; when Sinners are 
Converted, and Converts are Edifyed, and Built 
up under our Miniſtry, What. greater Joy and 
Comfort can we have 1n this World ? And theſe 
will be matter of Joy & Rejoycing to their faith - 

ul Miniſters in the Day of CHRIST: So the 
Apoſtle tells his Philippians, it is the argument 
e uſes to influence them to a holy & blameleſs 
life, Chap. 2.15, 16. That ye may be blameleſs, and 
harmeleſs, as theSons God without rebuke in the 
midſt of a crooked and perverſe Nation, among 
than 0 Shine as lights in the World, holding 
Forth the word of life, that I may rejoyce in the 
day of Chriſt, that I have not run in vain, neither 
laboured in vain. And how does he expreſs his 
eſteem of his Theſſalonians, and benefit he ex- 
pected from them? 1 Theſ. 2. chap. 19. 20. For 
. what is our hope or joy, cr crown of rejoycing ? 
Are not even ye in the preſence of our Lord Jeſus 
Chrift at bis coming? For ye are our glory & joy. 
Oh! that it might be thus as to all our People, 
and the Lo x D grant that it may be thus as to 
you of Brifto/ in particular, AMEN & AMEN 
F I Nob, ö. ; 


